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Noel Field was born in London in 1904. 
His father, a biologist and a Quaker, 
wat American and hit mother Englith. 
They moved to Zurich, and young Field 
grew up in Switzerland. He came to 
the United Statct at the age of eighteen 
after the First World War, went to 
; Harvard and joined the Foreign Scrv- 
| ice in the Coolidge administration. He 

• brought with him a naive and roman- 
tic idealism which the Depression and 

• the rise of fascism set in a Communist 
! mold. By the mid-Thirties his zeal at- 
tracted the attention of the Soviet in- 
telligence apparatus. Field wanted to 


must have known belter, or they would 
have shot him out of hand. Instead, 
they arrested him and later his wile, 
his brother, and his foster-daughter, as 
each began a search for him, and sent 
them all separately away for quite ter- 
rible years of confinement. And they 
used association with Noel Field, even 
association with the Unitarian Service 
Committee, as evidence of guilt in the 
purge trials of the time. 

Field's simple-mindedness was inde- 
structible. He wrote in prison, "My ac- 
cusers essentially have the same con- 
victions that 1 do, they hate the same . 
things and the same people I hale— 
the conscious enemies of socialism, the 
fascists, the renegades, the traitors. 
Given their belief in my guilt, I cannot 
blame them, I cannot but approve their 
detestation. That is the real horror of 
it all.” It certainly was. After the death 
of Stalin, the madness somewhat abat- 
ed. In the end all the Fields were re- 
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help Ihe cauMi but had scruples about leased. For the Noe ic s is • 

spying against his own government dicated their con iience in omm 

. . nism! "fundamentally we shal 


when he was on its payroll. He finally nism: "fundamentally we shall find our Eufopcim counl erparl for Moscow's know him at all; he would not tcccive 
solved the ethical issue by leaving the convictions justified, strcngUicnc , in- , Ercc Germany Committee— though I , her when she called on him in Buda- 
State Department and joining the challcngcabic. ’ Today they are living ^ nQ r£CoUec ti on 0 f the trick by pc,, in I960). And she likes to dress 
League of Nations secretariat. As Miss >" Budapest, apparently serene in i tnetr BCCor( jj ng t0 Miss Lewis, OSS/ up his story in resounding phrases. 

* -I-.-.:— - n^w order. Fields w - - l ca , |jng jt for examp | e . "the pattern of 

a world in agony and of the bewilder- 
ing pitfalls for men of good will who 
try to walk a hopeful road th'rough it 
all." 

Noel Field's was in fact a trivial 
existence. He did nothing of conse- 
quence in the State Department, dis- 


Lewis remarks. Field evidently thought ‘' cvol ' on ‘ m r ‘ a " lo i.T’' r ' ' . rr " 'ir,, Paris killed the scheme. Still, any into!- 
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he would not have anyone to betray. _ , g failed to make use of Field would have 

In Europe, the Communist proles- J u> J ee * b #p inlcrcsting M ory; and, if been delinquent. The Communists were 
stonals do no. seem ito have taken Field ^ obscwe passagcs , it ha , many a n important par. of the anti-Nazi resis- 
scrtously or to have made . g t {ewcf npw Mjss Uwis dcsc rvcs great lancc movements. It was Dulies'a job— 
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war began, he left the League and • «»" .«"* ot .,_ the __V«™ ligence from every aource^M.ss Lew.s , i|(cd spyjng aga - ns , it> p1ayt . d (as M is. 


Unitarir ServTee -ross Europe and America .nd for ^ MVeM , tim „ to OSS schools, , negll- 

Committee, where he performed useful L^ads Lo\ convincing general ,ct U P in FranCe by ,“' he 0SS in gible part ... in serious Communist 

and courageous services for anti-Nazi ^ . e f asc j n atinR Bcr|1 ” t0 lrain anl ‘“Nazi Gcrmans t0 intelligence operations in Switzerland" 

Ii, was. Communis,) B *“ M "J TTu ““I' TIT* 

Then Allen Dulles, chief of the Office . Haviland Field, was part of Allen Dul- "Through the arrangements Noel had of pious devo ,on on the other Mde of 

of Strategic Services in Switzerland, de- i cs 's intelligence operation in Switzer- established with Allen Dulles, German the Iron Cur am. Then Satin for is, 

eded to utilize F.cld^ contacts and land in the First World War. which Commumsts In the west made cage , American agent (though 1 

knowledge for intelligence purposes. Af- : * as one rcaso " w j? y Du " C5 ' ® use of these facilities. The OSS Labor Lewis agrees that "none of the 

ter the war Field continued his work ly rc spccled the father was interested Diviiio „ did run 3U ch schools and, I Fields was vital at any point" in Slal- 
,er war, - — - - - -.„ v f 1V e years la c . fcar> traincd Commas them, but campajgn ’ ' thc national 


,cr U.e . w,- - • , wj , hc son (wcn iy.five years later. 

for thc Unitarian Service Committee , , think that Miss Lewis 

— .11 at.. D/srlrsn ml. Aft fintlllv llimhlcd ’ 


« -w.o . ... - campaign against .... , 

until Ihe Boston elders finally tumbled ' . mu,tuvt " *. C.V OSS in 8crn ' Du " es ' and N ° C FlCd Communists), and pow Miss Lewis secs 

m bil pro Com, minis, operations and !«-* a ah ° U ' ' hC had nothing at all to do with this proj- ^ o1di fuddled, obtuse man 

fired him. Field went on to Czcchoslo- Jlationship of OSS and the Communists, eel. As for Dulles, his main contnbuj j ^ thc p a | tcrn 0 f a world in agony, 
vakia hoping to find an appropriate !she speaks about "the numerous cases tion to sending anti-Nazi Germans back Th( , ,w en ticth century has had more 
reward for his years of devotion. where the Communists had hoodwinked to Germany was the Crown Jewels °P- u, an j ( , share of mediocre lives 

the Americans and used OSS money for cralion, which involved the conservation c j, arged w j t ), ( a ] se ji gn ificanco first by 
their own ends” and suggests that thc and return of non-Communist anti- acq j den ( S and (hen by writers. I fear 
OSS helped "to re-establish the Com- Nazis, some of whom have played an |ha , , here is , c „ , 0 , hf „ ory of Noel , 
munists in Germany and to the east.” important role in the Federal Republic. pj e ] d (h a n meets the eye. When I , 
There were, of course, occasions when Thc book is also weakened by Its ta]ked (0 him in p ari , in l945 what 
Communists took in OSS opera- attempt to heighten effects through Mnjck me m0J ( waj his self-righteous 
lives, and there were even Communists “lively” journalese and portentous rhe- atup j < i; t y > Lewis catches part of 

within OSS; but it is wrong to sup- toric. Even thc title is cheap. Sentences (( (n Qne of hcr bc|(cf phrases— the 

Obviously no one could be more sus- P°*c >^t every time OSS had a relit- like the following abound; “Threxdcd .. arrogance of humility." He was 

ncct than a man who had worked for tionship with Ihe Communists, the Communists In Switzerland came to look q uaker Communist, filled with smug- 

All Dullcs I Imagine that, in the ; American, were hoodwinked, or tha, on Nch;I us their chtef ladle Into the nejj >nd , acrifjce , wUh Mj „ Lewis 
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few Communists may even have per- t /J ^wn o rectly describes my would atop calling Field so familiarly '<>»'*«> ^ h ' eh * h t e ^ 

U,.t Field actually ow "”.^n to Noel Field', CALPO by his fi^t name; she did not know , a ^ had no, trled o InstruC Ut, read« 

though the leaden ‘ project— an attempt to provide a West.him tl.at well Jin fact, the did not | ^ ‘“ higher ilgnlflcance, □ 


He came at jus, the time when 
Stalin, in some last mad spasm of pow- 
er, was beginning a campaign to de- 
stroy “unreliable elements" within thc 
Communist party. Any Communist who 
had fought in Spain, spent thc Second 
World War in Europe, or was otherwise 
contaminated by the. West was suspect. 


mailed themselves that Field actually 
was a master apy, 
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